Annex 2: GOC’s proposed revisions to supervision and delegation standards

From: https://consultation.optical.org/en-GB/projects/goc-proposedtestingofsightstatement-and-proposedrevisionstosupervisionanddelegation 


Draft proposed Standards of Practice for Optometrists and Dispensing Opticians

9. Ensure that supervision and delegation are undertaken appropriately 

This standard applies to supervision of optical students and oversight of unregistered colleagues undertaking delegated activities.

When supervising, there is a shared responsibility to ensure that patient care and safety is not compromised. When activities are delegated to unregistered colleagues the registrant retains responsibility for the delegated activities.

9.1 When supervising a student or overseeing an unregistered colleague undertaking delegated activities, you must:

9.1.1 Take all reasonable steps to prevent harm to patients.

9.1.2 Comply with all legal requirements governing the activity.

9.1.3 Ensure that details of those being supervised or undertaking delegated activities are recorded on the patient record.

9.1.4 Be sufficiently qualified and experienced to undertake the functions you are supervising or delegating.

9.1.5 Ensure that the students or unregistered colleagues have appropriate qualifications, knowledge and/or skills to undertake the activities.

9.2 Adequate supervision of student optometrists and student dispensing opticians requires you to:

9.2.1 Retain clinical responsibility for the patient.

9.2.2 Be on the premises, able to oversee the work undertaken and ready to intervene if necessary to protect patients.

9.3 When delegating activities to an unregistered colleague, you must:

9.3.1 Retain responsibility for the delegated activities and for ensuring that they have been performed to the appropriate standard.

Option 1 – remote oversight of delegated activities allowed, if another optometrist or dispensing optician (depending on the activities to be delegated) is on the premises.

9.3.2 Be able to oversee the work undertaken and ready to intervene if necessary to protect patients. If you are overseeing an unregistered colleague undertaking delegated activities remotely[footnoteRef:1], you must ensure that another registrant, who is qualified and experienced to undertake the delegated activities, is on the premises and ready to intervene if necessary to protect patients. [1:  Remote means being in a location that is different to where the patient is receiving treatment, rather than face-to-face in the same location.] 



Option 2 – remote oversight of delegated activities with no requirement for a registrant to be on the premises

9.3.2 Be able to oversee the work undertaken and intervene if necessary to protect patients.


Draft proposed Standards for Optical Students

8. Ensure that supervision is undertaken appropriately

The responsibility to ensure that supervision does not compromise patient care and safety is shared between the supervisor and the trainee. When being supervised:

8.1 You may undertake supervised activities only if your supervisor is approved by your employer or training provider.

8.2 You may undertake supervised activities only if your supervisor is on the premises, able to oversee the work you undertake and is ready to intervene if necessary to protect patients.

8.3 Your supervisor retains clinical responsibility for the patient.

8.4 You must comply with all legal requirements governing the activity.
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